SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 



September 3, 1925* 



Dr. ?/aldo L. Schmitt, 

U. S. National Museum, 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Dr. Schmitt: 

I take pleasure in acknowledging receipt of 1,639 specimens 
collected by you at Sortugas, Florida, during June 1925, under 
the auspices of the Carnegie Institution of Washington. They are 
entered on the records as a gift in your name. 



Very truly yours. 




Assistant Secretary. 




GOUCHER COLLEGE 
Baltimore, Maryland 



Er, lialdo L. ?cnn)itt 



Q 






Nal^ional 



yuseuBi 



Icrtagas, Florida 

I 

July 4, 19<5 



Washington* E, C. 
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Eear Er, Schmit t 



For nearly a week mj chief occupa:.,icn has been copying 
in',jo asj record the ffiSi^erial you left with ire, and iraking a sort, of 
preliminary analysis of cur result s. 

i 

These please me greatly. I find, for ^'xarcple, t.hat while 
they keep well within cer-jain limits the graj srjappers capture 
different species at different stations. Seven cut of ten taken on 

lA 1 . t . _ 



contained 14 Ge 



White Shoal illustrate the rriat.ter nicely. They 
bias, of which we found not more than four additional specimens 
in all the fishes, snappers and grunt s t.oget her, that we examined. 
Five out of ten from one of the s*,., 'at ions near Eird Key Feef, con- 
tained 8 Mithrax sculpt us of which we found only E ot her specimens 
in 254 other snappers, 

T believe tny knowledge of the iccal geography enables 
me to explain these variations con si st ently upon the hypcl^hesis 
that each colony of snappers feeds over a tract extending only a 
short distance froni its schooling place, and chooses generally a 
parw.'icular soi,.' of bcttoiii, which is inhabited in one place by cns 
sand-haunijing form, and in anoijher by adifferent; one. 

Think ± shaii nave ,.o collect, with Wr, Valent ine’ s as- 
sistance, some more material f roi critical sv:ations, and send it to 
you for exam ina^, don after your return from fcuth -^merico. In that 
way we shall clarify cur ideas, and advance cur prcgram by as much 
as we should gain in a considerable ‘..dme here, i 












■ 












success in 



■dth kind regards to ’’rs Schmitt, and test wishes for 
South America. I am. 







CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 



February 21, 1925 



Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt 
U. S. National Musexim 
Washington, D.C. 

My dear Dr. Schmitt 

In the absence of President Merriam I am glad 
to acknowledge the receipt of your notification of 
yesterday to the effect that you will be able to spend 
the month of June at Tortugas. A copy of this note 
will be sent to Dr. Longley, and I assume that you will 
wish to make definite arrangements for your trip with 
him. 




4 



W. M. Gilbert 



Administrative Secretary 




f*bfxjuiry 20|» 1925* 



Dr. W, H* 

DepartEieiit of Zoolt^,: 
Goiatier Coliogo, 
Baltimore Kd* 



• Ltaigley, 



I hav© ^ust r®oelT 0 d th® enoXosed reply £rm Mr. SaTeael 
Dr. St©ja@g©r*s astmotation©. This clears the mtei©8|ii«re so that 
nm I can make definite plans for the balance of year. The 
credit is all yours for the successftil oirfcoom® of sy petition. 

I sa taJcli^ tJie matter of a few dredging neto wltii th® 
Bureau of Fisheries* and otherwise will he «qui^®d m last year. 
Shall I borrow a sein© too* or will th® laboratory possess a new one? 
Kier® is m@ item you got for Dr. feylor -teat he shared with a® aM 



was 



sis® Mason fruit jars* screw caps. Could you haw# a 



few* Biy three or four dozen of these m 



They are s^jst 



iwieful 



mm Dr, Grave used a few, 



ith By very best to you. 



Sincerely* 



f^hrmxy W, 1926 . 

Dr. «J. C* Morriam, Presidoat, 

Casraegi© liisii-tufeion, 

Waabis^on^ D* C. 

1^ dear Dr. Merrlaa* 

I camot "bogia to thaik you for your most 
©acouraging letter of dmiusuy throaty ©iglitli end I m. 
hopx^y to to ablo to say that tlxe i-usem atsfchoritlss 
here graatM a© pojsiissioa to spsisd the moaib of Jimo 
at Toi*t'^as. 

With best regards to you. 



Sinoeroly, 



! 




February 19, 1925 



To Dr. Stejneger; 



Replying to Mr. Schmitt’s memorandiua of February 10, 



relative to his cooperating with the Carnegie Institution in connec- 
tion with the work at Tortugas .during the month of June, I beg to 
say that in compliance with your recommendation this detail is ap- 
proved. I think, however it should be impressed upon Mr. Schmitt 
that hereafter his entire time should be given to the Bacon Scholar- 
ship, except such as may be devoted to his work in the Museum. He, 
of course, understands that all of his expenses of evei*y chara.cter 
in connection with the Bacon Scholarship must be paid frorA that fund 
and not from the Museum appropriation. 



Very truly yours, 




Administrative Assistant 
to the Secretary. 











Fobrasaiy 10^, 1925# 



tar« StO'3»«i<ar# 

.:,y suMafT’s feta.-le® at 7oT%vtg,.%s hi ror;.* elofo rolatlon to 

corUun /-lAiVUKM unttor iiwcaUgatloa V/ !^, tons^le^f* Ifo is present la *;i- 
oittioiratl70 o..' iho lahm-f'iiot’Zf , .sa? It ma at is t^hai i 

first rai^’.o ap|5lioatlai .‘'or t:no m>a o: thm faRilitia® there rro-^Hal te- the 
Cf.ivn<^,i& last! vatim# 

h'r. Is mrnlom to h^vo no roita-n to Tortagaa again -tills yot-r, 

in orslor to oallal»rat® ^Itii «.la la iaif^^stlga 'i-lag tits* foeuiiic; hrCBip^ of i'islies 
1*000 oth-rr aotlvliies ho ha» alreasl^ atwiioi is’ owait’lsf&hlo dotsll, 

^‘Ithoaf^h 'host tilting to ask lor a montJi'fi .additional l&a-m Ixyoad timt. 
ahMad;; md&r 'olt.o liaftan s?rit, -n r -.'o?r‘V-.m 

c facts i&l requosiijig that vdille this applioa-loa /or 
fiirtiior io.aft» ie pandlsg at the Haeeysj^ i bo o.omilderod as a%Joasll>lo r.'M:h r oi' 
iiiO gro^uf} soloetod to s,oric itrt 'loriog-is 'Irf.s year* '^r* liorrl®*© roS‘«s;ioe is 
appoaded • 

ill aeeofdanc© witii |>r«soat plan© aatter the Sdiolara,,tjs, X 

exiioct to iQAtta ior i»riea t.iO lat-ic-r peri of duly, ia orvior to :-Vk*vei 

m lai* *8 Hio vl'lij Pr» 4.’sOtoai.f 'feo pisar to go at ti&oat ihn soi.'x; tb:.o. I’hi® 
T,o..tl muhlv a® to ap-.-ad the Ei’.>.r*th of Juno at foi*t>iga», ?.iU50tit uniao in- 
fo;-n'ealoaeo* I m& eoaildoat that I Gim loavo aug©*4a resfMjnsihilj.'Uas i:i 
such shape that thir- addlttoii;il briof oi^rlcNi wiiii ao« iniorferc voty audi 
trith the suee© 0 Qf-al of tho Division, bcyrjflKi surii roporto’ aa ai;p. 

be a dslayod, pesfilng p:>r&o»‘a %ti.mtim; liKt animal reporx, roaid bo 

prepare in 







GOUCHER COLLEGE 



Baltimore, Maryland 



February 8, 1925 



Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt, 

U.S National yuseum, 

'Washington, D.C. 

My dear Dr, Schmitt: 

I thank you for your letter and enclosures, vshich I re- 
ceived yesterday. 

It is my impression thal your proposed letter to Dr. 
’“Dejneger is too long, and that all direct attempt to Justify 
your request should be omitted. 



My advice wcuIq be to say simply that the work you began 
at Tortugas last summer stands in close relation to mine. Ihat 



pcoioxuuer in ,youx' oenan , 




Add that I am anxious to have you return this summer to 
collaborate with me in investigating the feeding habits of fish- 
es whose other activities I have already ss-tfudied. State then 
that although you hesitate to ask for additional leave. vr,n 



iviLies i nave already sstJudied. State then 
hesitate to ask for additional leave, you have 



IS summer to 



written to Dr. Merri 

that while your application is pending 
sidered a possible member of the group 



Plication is pending at the Museum you be con 
member of the group selected to work at lor- 
Ncte that his reply is enclosed or appended. 




tugas this year. 



^ word about spendini> 



pending time at the Museum in July, and the 
ou can leave the affairs of the Division is 

ded. Leave out details; g^.it ^f, and 

s soon as possible, so that I may communicate 



condition in w^ich you can 1 
ell else that is nsteded. Le 
let me knovf result as soon a 
with Dr. Taylor. 





P©aruai^r 1925* 



Dr» 1 ?. H. Longle^j, 

Deportnont of 2 oo1<®Tji 

{Jowchor College , 

Baltiraor©, Md* 

dear* Dr* longl^s 

Please coins ider tho onclosuro the rougliost kind of a draft, make 

sudi obiaagos you ‘mIsIi, I would hawo had it proporod double space for 
your coiwsnlenc© but tmat to se© how moli spaoe it wouM ootror ©OE^lete* 

Possibly the last paragraph should be dropped out entirely. It 
is <mly prc^^ted % the attit^^e t feel will greet desiro to be absent 
from the Museua for a period Imger than tlic on® already irouohsafed me, 
Brea so this paragra|h is a little suporf liwtis * don*t you think? 

I has-e ©aclosed copies of the other two letters as oremieed . 



Sineerely, 
















January 31, 1925 



Dr*: Stejneger, . . / v'ec> ov\ » i ■•<■■» . ^ ac(->!L. -i‘' 

I feave ■# *tT« i i»wgiay i >iatg»"^ Ud 3y urged to come to Tortugas 

again this year, if only for the mox^th of June, even though I have tried 
to shunt, the matter over until after the expiration of my incumbency of 
the Purd^v Bacon Scholarship. 



iayHj^mwflno of "the Scholarship does not begin until July first; it 
is of course,\ sometime during that month that I plan leave on the first 
field trip to South ilmerica.jj^tlfe Dr. Metcalf expects to go to Hio the lat- 
ter part of the\ame month, I ( sS^T ^for obvCous reasons'^ like very much 
to travel along -vActh him on that first leg of my journey.^ 

it. 

This would re'h^der it possible for me to go to Tortugas for the month 
of June, if permitted '% the Museum authorities. I am confident that I can 
leave ny Museum responsibilities in such shape that this additional brief 
period would not interfe^ veiy much with the successful functioning of 
the Division, beyond such'*^;reports as might be a little delayed, pending ry 
personal attention. As the%iarger reports go, a matter of six or seven 
months is not at all out of tie ordinary; the annual report would be pre- 
pared in advance. \ * l- / . r> /* ^ ^ 

\ letter 

If at all possible, I shou^4 li k^to mm t jjdt.h, thf^ of Dr. Lon 

ley, and^those expressed liy Dr. MeAiam^Mordb-^'*’* that I 

want to do at Tortugas that will not'**‘pnly^ be to my oato credit, but that of 
the Institution as ivell. \ 






C03rT. 



CiRNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 



Office of the President. 



January 28, 1925. 



Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt, 

U. S. National Museum, 

Washington, D, C, 

My dear Dr. Schmitt; 

I have read your letter of January 27, with much interest and 
am glad to learn of the opportunity tdiich has come to you for study in 
South America under the Bacon Scholarship. I trust, however, that it 
may be possible for you to make arrangements to visit the Tortugas Labor 
atory again in company with Dr* Longley during the coming sunmerv in the 
month of June before you leave for South Merica# 

He are desirous of having this Laboratory used effectively in the 
interests of investigations wtiich maj/' be undertaken most advantageously 
at -that location, and I am particularly interested in some of the ecolog 
ical problems upon wiiich Dr* Longley has already worked* 

With best wishes, I am 

Vexy ancerely yours , 



s/d John C* Merriam. 




t 




. C. Morrisa, 

rosiclent, Carnegie Institution 
4Ta8hin.p;ton, D, C, 



iir. Merrim 



I wish to 'Uoank you for the oever.^1 
of past suassor’s work at Tnrti-tgas. 



eparates of the 'urief 



ac count 



I should like Tory aiueli to coaiinu© the atutlioe I was no 
genorously poraitted to initiate at that iine and oarr„ tUvc. ulorjg aad 
over in*o iiioir ocologic fhnnos as developed those obsejvatioas. J>n 
fic't-horE-ore, I an ■■isaxiouss to uade.;;ta>e eortain iaveet-igatioas in col- 
laboration with Ds-. Longley on one or more of eotm of the r&thsr fascia 
atii^ problems coni'rontirjf; hiR in so fta* as they I.&v^ a tsyring on tm 
ecology of the trustee, .a# 



li has. long ix.on siy nsibl >vion feo fcnut. -fvi learn 1 conic, 
about Cruetacea, uiiu this oi coursSj, tsitails soi'o the.*) just a knowl- 

edge of thoir syi*la,.atj.c aspect.-©. 2 tops to bo able to bocorae as foai- 
iMir with tl'icar. in the field, their life hatite aiid oeha'vior, as v,ith the 
taorpiiologie and tar'crntraic phases in the laboratoiy. 



L'ilh this .In view, I first unde appllcat’ fer tte 
Travelling’ Scholarship or- far bael; es 5’ebrutri', 1S23. 'ilton t 
my a-.>pli cation for a six iwoks’ staj*' at Tortugas was graneod, 
the Bacon Bciiolaxship, This will necoseitate my going te .'’^ou.t 
about Bis sson -Situ- , beginning .aox-otir.e this coeiing July, r.nl foi 
Jut; -Duooiabor » 1926* 



lurdy Bacon 
0 r.iOnth aftor 
■S/X8 awarded 
..•«erica for 
tiio B>i '© pori 



Under tec eircw-stan-cas, natiirally, I hosltcie to mn'm forual 
application for tho privilege- o.t working at the laboratory dcuung the 
month :.f Jun,o next, bocaus® -atsonco frofii tr.o ^.uEeuja bo/oad that pe-Taitou 
in connection trite the Fujtey Bacon awerd, say be donifjd ae, II however, I 
Slight b® cor.ttedorod for a b.flsf spate as ;-ni ap.lteant, 1 Bho-..ui* upp.uciato 
it, aii-u steiJl iiii'oi’®''. you at th ©a^*liest possible moaaril 'Ahhth-ur ay ler/o 
for Ihii taonih te. ) 1 be CTantc-d* 



Jamiarj*- 27, 1925, 









Is SC 



Jaiiuory 22, 1925 ♦ 



Dr* ?.m. H» Lmgley, 

Departciont of Zoologj-*, 

Gouclior College , 

Biiitisore, Md, 

%■ dear Br« 1,01^5 leijr; 

In vie?/ of tiio turn things have seemed to take, I have boen at a 
lose Just uhat to •write you or Dr. Merriasa# I hesitate to place him in 
•Bhat might be an eabarassing position for the possibility of going to Tortu* 
gas iu addition to mj/ Soirbh .^aeriean "oxcursioa” is a little W©" than un- 
eertain* In fact I ha'?e had strong intiisations that desire to spend m ro 
ti£» in the ilold than necessitated \ny South /.merioan probl<» TOuld bo re- 
celTod td.th oztrcEi© disfaror. 

Hence I haw prepared a loiter 'ahich I first sulxiit to you for yo'or 
approval, bcfhre trsnsaitting it to Dr, Merria®. Ihat I would like to -Eu-ite 
under tho oircumsta-ices is quite another matter, and ae I have said in ay let- 
ter to hi®, I sincerely hope that the weydiings have gone will not militate 
against cemtimiag work at Tort-ugas at s omo not distant date. 

Even in my absence 1 feel tiiat I cfjn be of soti© help -to you if you 
■will only bottle, in 7^ alcohol, your fish stomach contents, I can do con- 

sMerabl© in detemining the orustaccfjns at least, hero at tho Uusaas, 

Sincerely, 



Wls:e 




GOUCHER COLLEGE 
Baltimore. Maryland 



-January 24, 19.85 



f->r. Waldo L. Schinitt 
0, B. Na.tional Museum 
Washington, D. C. 



My dear Dr, Schmitt: 



il 



.[ am glad to nave the dr-S-ft ot‘ your letter to President 
teerrisffl. My criticism is that although it states the faett, it 
gives him no chance to reply in such terms that Dr. Stei.ine.ger 

might be influenced to reconsider his decision in the matter of 
your leave for June. 



Ii I might make e suggestion, I should propose- that 
instead of the last two paragraphs something like the follow- 
ing should be inserted: 



Under the circumstances I hesitate to make formal ap~ 
■plication for the privilege of working at the Laboratory during 
the month of June next, because absence from the Museum beyond 
that ■permitted in connection with the Purdy Bacon award may be 
denied me. If, however, I might be considered for a brief space 
as an applicant, I should appreciate it, and shall inform you 

at the earliest possible moment, whether my leave for that month 

will be gn^’fited* 



Yon need have no fear whatever that such a statement 
Viill Dts mi sunoei'S uood, or mat President Merriam will be left 
in any embarrassing position. If you will send this in promptly, 
your answer will follow at once, it will then be in ordert,o~ 
approach i-r, v:., , presenting Dr. MerriamJ s letter at the same time 
Much may depend on getting this thing through. 



dially yours 










In view of the turn things have seemed to take 
I have been at loss just what to write you or Dr. 
Merriaa* I hesitate to place him in what might be an 
embarrassing situation, for there is more than just 
uncertainty about the possibility of going to Tortugas 
in addition to My South American "excursion”. In fact 
I have had strong Intimations that any desire to spend 
more time in the field than necessitated by my South 
American problem would be received with extreme 
disfavor. 

Hence I have prepared a letter which I first 
submit to you for your approval , before transmitting it 
to Dr. Merriam. What I would like to write under the 
circumstances is quite another matter , and as I have 
said in my letter to him I sincerely hope that the way 
things have gone will not militate against continuing 
work at Tortugas at some future date* 

Even in my absence I feel that I can be of 
some help to you if you will only bottle, in 75^ 
alcohol, your fish stomach contents. I could do 
considerable in determining the crustacean remains 
at least here at the Museum* 




GOUCHER COLLEGE 
Baltimore, Maryland 



January 10, 1925 



My dear Dr. Schmitt; 

In continuation of our recent discussion I suggest that 
you write to President Merriaai telling him of your appointment to 
the Smithsonian Travelling Fellowship. Make it clear, however, 
that this appointment leaves you free to return to Tortugas for 
the month of June, which you should like to spend there, °if pos- 
sible, in cpntinuatiop^^cf your research upon decapod Crustacea, 
particularly^ome of ttie e cological aspects. 



that there is some uncertainty regarding your abil 

ity to secure leave from the Museum in addition to that involved 

in the South American trip, but state that pending decision upon 

tlmt point by the museum authorities you wish to be considered 

an applicant for the use of the facilities of the station during 
the period specified. ® 



.:oknowledge»e„t of recoipt of your ocunioatioMilov 
perhaps contain so^me expression bf interest in yeur work which 
upon being shown to Dr. S. „a,y em-ourage his, to let you go 



Cordially yours 



Waldo L. Schmitt, 
U. S. kational Museum, 
^'ashington, D.C. 
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